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"Where is harmony, if there is still a hell? I want to forgive
and to reconcile myself. I do not desire that there should be
more suffering." The explanation supplied by the church is
oversimplified. Something more than the give-and-take prin-
ciple is needed. But what? "How can I conceive anything
about a God who is too high for me?" he says.
Thus this atheist does not deny God; he rejects the possi-
bility of conceiving him. To want God is not to be an atheist
any longer. To insult God, is to believe in God. Ivan's pas-
sionate negation is directed against the God of the church,
against the administrative, factitious, familiar God of the
Grand Inquisitor. Ivan refuses to admit a God comprehen-
sible to the human mind, justified by human syllogisms, and
brought down to earth by humans. "God is not of this
world." He can only be a riddle, a hope. The church spoils
this hope by making it specific.
Having thus reached the threshold of true faith, Ivan with-
draws. He is filled with admiration because the idea of God
could germinate in man's obtuse mind. Did God create man
or did man create God? Ivan does not want to know the
answer to this question. Before this world that is a failure,
before this God who does not even illumine his work, Ivan
"returns his entrance ticket," saying: "I do not accept it, I
refuse to accept it." And he renounces God out of love for
mankind, as did the Grand Inquisitor in the legend.
Having refused God, Ivan becomes satanic. Ivan Kara-
mazov is the devil. He sees the devil in a delirium, and this
devil is himself. The devil knows God, yet rejects Him. "I
was there," he says to Ivan, "when the Word expiring on the
cross ascended to heaven taking with him the soul of the
good thief who was crucified. ... At that moment I should
have liked to join all the choirs and cry hosannah with them.